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DOUBLE NGK UAE TCC VICTORY FOR ANNIVAS 

 
Coomber and Morrison take home class trophies 

 
Dubai, UAE, 7 December 2018:  Alexandros Annivas drove for two wins in the third round of the NGK 

UAE Touring Car Championship (NGK UAE TCC) on Friday (7 December) at Dubai Autodrome.  

Ricky Coomber and Willie Morrison also took home silverware with impressive class triumphs. 

 

The NGK UAE TCC headlined the event which featured ten races and five series in action, including   

Al Masaood National Motorcycle Championship, Gulf Sportscar Championship, TRD 86 Cup and Gulf 

Radical Cup. 

 

NGK UAE TCC Highlights 
 

The morning was good for Costas Papantonis driving the formidable TCR Cupra for Gulf 

Petrochem/Mouhritsa Racing.  The Greek racer topped the qualifying session with a best lap time of 

1:47.525, which was well clear of any other machinery on the twelve-car grid. 

 

His teammate Alexandros Annivas put in a best lap time of 1:55.448 at the wheel of his Seat Leon 

Super Copa, which was more consistent with the rest of the touring car pack.  The ZRT Motorsport 

Honda Integra of Ricky Coomber was only 0.174 second off the pace of Annivas, with Willie Morrison 

next up with a best lap time 1:57.061, leading a squadron of Renault Clio Cups, all seven of them. 

 

Papantonis got off the line well for Race One and looked to repeat his winning exploits from the 

previous round, however, a brake problem developed in the middle of the race and he was forced to 

retire the mighty Cupra.  That opened the contest up for Annivas, Coomber and Morrison to challenge 

for the win. 

 

Alexandros Annivas seized the gifted opportunity and raced well clear of the pack, rolling in to take 

the chequered flag with over a minute to spare over Ricky Coomber. Willie Morrison claimed third 

overall, 22.578 seconds ahead of his Clio Cup rival Peter England. 

 

By evening the situation got worse for Papantonis and he was unable to compete in Race Two.  

Again, the other Petrochem/Mouhritsa Racing entrant was there to pick up the slack. 
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A reverse grid for the second race meant that Annivas had to start from the back row, but this did little 

to deter the Greek driver and his peppy Seat.  He quickly sliced through the field and took control of 

the race.   

 

Coomber was unable to keep up with the leader and Morrison’s Clio was right on the back bumper of 

the Integra.  The remaining Clios battled it out, with England best of the rest. 

 

Alexandros Annivas sealed his second overall victory on the day, which wrapped up a pair of Class 

One wins over the Czech drivers of Petr Kacirek and Marcel Kusin.  After three rounds, Annivas 

remains the championship leader (150 points total). 

 

Ricky Coomber had to settle for second-place finishes overall but the British driver added a pair of 

Class Two victories for ZRT Motorsport and their season aspirations (100 points total).  Ali Kamyab 

maintains second-place (50 points total) but has plenty of ground to cover to have any optimism of 

challenging the class. 

 

Willie Morrison gave Coomber a serious challenge and the Scottish driver was a dominant force in the 

Renault Clio Cup Class powered by Renault Middle East.  He topped the magnificent seven with two 

class wins and he remains at the top of the Clio Cup season leaderboard (150 points total). 

 

Peter England has yet to find a way past Morrison, but he remains in the hunt and currently second-

place in the Clio Cup championship (108 points total), just ahead of Rahil Taneja of AUH Motorsports 

(81 points total).  

 

Markus Thomas of GP Extreme saw plenty of action skirmishing with the Clios of Colin Boyle and 

Taneja.  He was rewarded with a pair of third-place finishes in class and, even better, the distinction 

of the Airlink International Driver of the Day, which included a AED 1,000 prize. 

 

-Ends- 
 
Captions for Images: 

1. Double NGK UAE TCC victory for Alexandros Annivas at Dubai Autodrome 

2. Willie Morrison leads Renault Clio Cup Class powered by Renault Middle East 
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About NGK UAE Touring Car Championship 
 
The new NGK UAE TCC contests different classes of Touring Cars and attracts an exciting range of 
vehicles all on one race grid. With different manufacturers, old and new spec cars, as well as 
professional and amateur drivers competing, the NGK UAE TCC is the perfect platform for rookie racers 
and seasoned touring car experts alike. 
 
For more information: https://www.dubaiautodrome.com/motorsport/ngk-uae-tcc/  
 
About Dubai Autodrome 
 
Completed in 2004, the Dubai Autodrome was the UAE’s first fully-integrated multipurpose motorsport 
and entertainment facility.  At the heart of the Union Properties MotorCity development, it includes an 
FIA-sanctioned 5.39km circuit with six different configurations, a race school, indoor and outdoor karting 
tracks, the Grandstand Retail Plaza, the Motorsport Business Park, and a paddock hospitality zone 
overlooking the track. 
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